
South Sudan stands at a moment of profound
consequence. Years of conflict, repeated displace-
ment, economic freefall, and climate shocks have
pushed families to the edge. As livelihoods
collapse, children are increasingly being forced
into dangerous and degrading work simply to keep
themselves or their families alive.

Against this backdrop, the 2025 National Study on
Child Labour, conducted by Save the Children with
the support of the European Union, offers the first
holistic picture of child labour since independence.
Spanning eight counties across seven states, this
assessment provides unprecedented detail on who
is affected, where risks are highest, and what is
driving the surge in exploitation.

The findings are sobering, but they also create an
opportunity. For the first time, South Sudan has a
clear evidence base that can guide targeted, coor-
dinated, and systemic action at national scale.
South Sudan is facing one of the most severe child
labour crises on the continent. In 2025, nearly 46%
of children aged 5-14 were engaged in labour, a
sharp rise from 34% in 2023 and now the second
highest rate in Africa, surpassed only by Burkina
Faso. This figure is more than double the continen-
tal average and higher than all neighbouring coun-
tries.

Even more concerning, some 64% of working
children are trapped in the worst forms of child
labour, activities that directly endanger their
safety and survival. The crisis is most acute in coun-
ties such as Kapoeta South and Yambio (both
90%), Magwi (79.7%), and Akobo (79.5%), where
exploitation has become nearly universal.

South Sudan is facing a child protection emergency of historic proportions. New national
evidence reveals that nearly one in every two children aged 5-14 is engaged in labour, the second
highest rate in Africa. Even more concerning, almost two-thirds of these children are trapped in
the worst forms of child labour, with some counties reporting prevalence as high as 90%. This
crisis is deepening quietly but rapidly, and without decisive action, South Sudan risks losing an
entire generation to exploitation.
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Five Dominant Exploitation Patterns
Hazardous Labour: -

Commercial Sexual Exploitation (CSE):
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This is not a failure of intention but of capacity, 
and this is where donor partnership can 
accelerate transformational change.

Patterns Driving Exploitation

Systemic Weaknesses
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Strategic recommendations: 
What can we do?

Conclusion: A Call to Action

A future where no child is forced to work, where 
every child attends school, and where every 

young person potential is within 

reach, but only if we act now.  

The children of South Sudan cannot wait. 

Save the Children stands ready to work alongside 
government, donors, and communities to translate 


